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“Look How the World Is Coming After Him” 

 

 I have a 9-year-old son, Nathan, and when he was about 2 ½ or 3, all he wanted to 

do was watch the movie Shrek.  If I would turn off the TV or put in a different kid-

friendly video, he would protest like only a toddler can.  So, more often than not, when I 

needed to do the dishes or clean the house, Shrek was playing.  I’ve seen this movie A 

LOT… It’s an animated kids’ film that’s a spoof of the traditional fairytale movies, with 

the main character, Shrek, being a big green ogre.  The fairytale princess, who of course 

has been locked in a tower surrounded by a fire-breathing dragon, is Fiona, and she has 

been dreaming of her knight in shining armor coming to save her.  She has great 

expectations of tall, dark, and handsome; shining eyes and broad shoulders, charging in 

to save her on his noble stead.  She has been fantasizing of her day of rescue for years 

and years.  So when the day finally comes, it’s Shrek who saves her, an awkward, burly 

ogre, accompanied by his sidekick, named Donkey who is, of course, a donkey: so 

much for the knight in shining armor and his noble stead.  But when Fiona first sees 

Shrek and Donkey, she goes with it; this was her big moment to meet her handsome 

rescuer and his brave stallion.  She wanted her dream to come true so badly, that she 

denied reality and pretended that this rescue was perfect.  She knew what she wanted in 

her Savior and she wanted what she wanted so desperately. 
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 The crows are gathering around Jesus; this is their king!  They are shouting cries 

that are shouts of victory from battle.  They have been trapped, too, not in a tower 

surrounded by a fire-breathing dragon, but they have been under the oppressive rule of 

the Roman Empire.  They have been ridiculed and demeaned but now, now their king 

has come to set them free, triumph over all the wicked powers that be and show the 

world that they are the chosen people of God.  Picture a great crowd, an energetic 

parade, like the one on the front of the bulletin.  This crowd is jammed in, shouting their 

“hosanna!”s just trying to get a glimpse of the man who is going to rescue them and 

fulfill all of their Savior fantasies. 

But, just like our princess, Fiona, their king is not who they want him to be.  They 

have overlooked that at this point – they are not paying attention to those words of 

suffering and death that he has been saying all along, they are overlooking the fact that 

their mighty king is riding, not on a noble stead, but on a short, squat donkey, that 

would’ve put Jesus on eye level with the crowd rather than up above all the people.  The 

crowds are sticking with their fantasy.  They know what they want in a king, and this 

man Jesus was the one who was going to fulfill all of their wishes.  Their king was 

going to be more powerful than the government, their king was going to set them free, 

their king was going to rid the world of all those wrong, awful hateful people who do 

hateful things.  The elements that didn’t match up could be overlooked…this was their 

day – the underdog was winning, they could taste it, they could feel it, the excitement 

and energy was palpable. 
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We operate in a world of winners and losers, of victors and failures.  The strong 

and mighty gain power; the weak and small miss out.  The rich and famous live lives of 

luxury, the poor and unknown are left to fend for themselves.  But here comes Jesus!  

Our king who is going to show them who’s really boss.  These crowds have such great 

expectations – that their king is going to rule, overthrowing the oppressive Roman 

government, making their lives comfortable and good and easier, giving them priority 

and power.  They are excited!  All their hopes and dreams for their king are coming 

true.  They are getting everything they want.  They are on the precipice of glory, honor, 

power, and might. 

So no wonder their shouts of “Hosanna!” turn to shouts of “Crucify!”  As we 

progress into the week and the events of Jesus’ time in Jerusalem unfold, he leaves his 

people sorely disappointed.  There is so much hope in this parade and it all crumbles 

and falls apart.  Little by little, piece by piece, he dashes all their optimistic dreams of 

who he was supposed to be.  He’s not standing up for himself; he’s not defending 

himself against those who are beating him; he’s not overthrowing the powers that be 

like he was supposed to.  We read the Passion narrative and Jesus barely even speaks.  

Some king!   

We read about Judas selling him off and Peter denying he even knows him, but 

can you blame them?  This man who promised to be everything is turning out to be 

nothing.  Someone in Tuesday’s Bible study was honest and admitted – she would have 

been right there with that crowd, one day shouting “Hosanna!” days later to be shouting 
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“Crucify!”  And I think if we’re honest with ourselves, we would be right there, too.  

Jesus let them down, bigtime.  Like a televangelist scamming the vulnerable for their 

money, these disciples felt duped – they should’ve known better than to mess up their 

whole lives to chase after this charismatic man with his outlandish dreams.  They 

upended their whole lives:  families, career, everything – for this man who is a phony. 

As one theologian writes, “This is a story of disappointed expectations, of what 

happens when someone you admire refuses to be who you think they should be.  The 

people want a hero.  The poor are suffering under Roman oppression.  Even the well-off 

are living a circumscribed life, allowed to succeed and flourish only within the confines 

of a foreign culture and its values.  There is no room to be the chosen people of God 

they know they are.  They are sure of what kind of change they need.” (Ayanna Johnson 

Watkins, Christian Century 3/18/15 p.21)  We have the luxury of knowing the whole story; but then 

and there, in real-time – the crowd’s reaction is no surprise. 

John’s Gospel is not a facts-only retelling of the story of Jesus’ life; his is a 

narrative written for the early church, for believers who didn’t know Jesus, but want to 

follow him and live as his faithful disciples in community with one another.  He puts a 

clause in there – did you catch it?  Verse 16 – “His disciples did not understand these 

things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 

been written of him and had been done to him.”  John writes knowing that we, as 

readers, know how the story ends; we know the bigger picture.  So when we hear this 

story, it makes sense to us in a way that it never could in real-time.  None of this would 
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make sense, would we place ourselves along that road into Jerusalem with our palms 

waving.  We are situated knowing the cross, knowing the tomb, knowing the 

resurrection. 

The truth in today’s story is that Jesus is our king.  He does deserve our palms to 

be waving and the crowds to be closing in on him just to get a glimpse and not because 

we are naïve and pretend not to know the whole story; not because we think he will be 

the Savior we want him to be.  He does deserve our shouts of “Hosanna!” that proclaim 

victory.  He’s not the king we expect.  Sometimes he’s not the king we want and we 

might even argue that sometimes he’s not the king we need.  But he is our king who 

God sends us to save our lives from the ways of the world and teach us how to live into 

God’s kingdom. 

Throughout John, we are told that Jesus is the one who will reveal God’s glory.  

His life, death, and resurrection are revelations of God’s glory.  While other Gospels 

interpret the cross to be the taking of our sins in his body so we may be atoned to God, 

John stresses that these events are the revelation of God’s glory.  He doesn’t even 

include the last supper in his Gospel, but has a foot-washing, where he washes the feet 

of his followers and tells them to that are to love one another.  There is something 

honorable, beautiful, and wonderful in a king that rides in on a donkey.  There is 

something magnificent, awesome, and extraordinary in a king who dies a shameful 

death on a cross.  There is something wonderful, amazing, and noble about a king who 

is resurrected from the dead. 
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God’s glory revealed in Jesus Christ creates an entirely different framework for 

power, honor, and strength.  God’s glory revealed in Jesus Christ changes everything; 

we are no longer playing by the same rules of the world; we aren’t even playing the 

same game.  Jesus’ resurrection is not a do-over; when we come back next week to 

celebrate Easter morning, God doesn’t undo Jesus’ death.  This isn’t some trick, or some 

“gotcha” to all those Pharisees and the Roman Empire, showing them that we really are 

the winners.  The world uplifts a framework that is fiercely competitive: it’s you versus 

me and may the best man or woman win.  The winners have the biggest armies.  The 

winners have the most money.  The winners have power to control not just their own 

lives, but the lives of everyone else around them.  The winners don’t back down, are 

ferociously independent and never change their minds.  This is the world where Jesus as 

the king would crush their opponents, put his followers back in charge, and get their 

lives back on top.  But God’s glory shows us that this is a solidly human framework, 

one that differs greatly from God’s kingdom 

The revelation of God’s glory and power and might in the life, death, and 

resurrection Jesus Christ shows us that power comes from reconciliation, compromise, 

and forgiveness, not annihilation.  The revelation of God’s glory through Jesus’ 

resurrection shows us that strength comes from enduring suffering at the hands of others 

and resisting the instinct to defend yourself and fight back.  The revelation of God’s 

glory through Jesus shows us that courage means staying focused on following God 

wherever he leads; even if that means death.   
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When we celebrate the resurrection next week, we are not still engaged in Pilate’s 

game, or the Roman Empire’s game, showing them who really won.  We are taking our 

stand on the side of God’s glory, where compromise is valued more than victory; where 

community gain is valued more than self-promotion; where sacrifice and self-control are 

valued more than greed and material accumulation.  When we celebrate the resurrection 

next week, we see God’s glory revealed in New Life, that looks nothing like the old life, 

that is a drastic change from the way things used to be, that doesn’t undo death and pain, 

but lives through it and perseveres.   

The only way we can walk with Jesus through this holiest of weeks is because we 

know the whole story.  If we didn’t the suffering and shame and disappointment would 

be too much to bear.  We would have to walk away in hurtful dismay.  But instead, we 

get the vantage point of knowing the whole story, of interpreting these events in light of 

the bigger picture of God’s glory being revealed in the resurrection.  The Way of 

following Jesus takes him through this suffering and pain and shameful death.  We go 

with him this week, because this is what it means to follow him.  We go with him this 

week, because his Way is the way of the cross and death.  The resurrection doesn’t take 

away pain or remove death, but it offers us hope that there is a way through it.   

With the resurrection as our framework, not only can we walk with Jesus through 

his suffering and death, but we can walk alongside our friends, we can go into the 

suffering and death of the world, we can face our own darkness and anguish.  The 

resurrection is not a way to pass over hardship and despair, it’s a pathway through it.  If 
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we were to go into this week with the world’s framework, it would be overwhelming 

and too much to bear.  But with the resurrection as our framework, we can make it 

through this death and still survive. 

This Lenten season, we have put our minds on divine things and heard Jesus talk 

about losing our lives in order to save them, we have heard him tell us we need to hate 

our life and instead love a life he offers.  He has promised a peace that passing 

understanding when we deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him.  Now, my 

friends, now, he is putting action to his words.  What we knew in our heads from his 

teachings, we are now going to see for ourselves as he lives into his promises.  He will 

take up his cross, he will hate his life, he will remain committed to his mission to reveal 

God’s glory, he will lose his life and instead gain eternal glory.  By staying with him 

during this grueling week, we get to be witnesses to his words. 

The Truman Show is a moving starring Jim Carrey, with the premise being he’s 

living in a television show, with a set and actors and the whole bit, but he thinks this is 

just life.  Everyone else is in on the scheme, except him.  But eventually he has this 

devastating realization that he’s been playing a part in someone else’s story.  While the 

grief and frustration is understandable and shocking, what a gift for him to finally be 

living in the real, authentic world.  This week serves as our realization, that the 

framework of the world just has us acting in someone else’s story.  This week allows us 

to break out of that fabricated play and live into the fullness of life that God offers us 

through the resurrection.  We no longer have to ascribe to the rules of the world, but we 
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are liberated and set free to live in a framework that values authentic life, hope for New 

Life, and abundant mercy.  We won’t be rich and we won’t defeat armies and we won’t 

overpower oppressive governments, but we will abound in love, grace, and peace that 

passing understanding. 

We came in with palm branches this morning, shouting our “Hosanna!” with the 

crowd.  We leave, knowing the cries of “Crucify!”  I invite you to make the shape of the 

cross with your palm, because we have full awareness, today, that our king will suffer 

and die.  We have full awareness, that we welcome a king who will reveal God’s power 

through unending love and forgiveness.  We have full awareness, that we praise a king 

who would rather reveal God’s glory than save himself from an earthly death.  Take 

your crosses as a reminder that this is the sign of earthly shame that Jesus takes upon 

himself to show us that we are living in a different framework.  The Way of Jesus Christ 

is different than the way of the world.  May this week’s journey give us strength and 

encouragement to follow Jesus into the world’s suffering, and experience the beauty of 

God’s New Life.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


