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 Before being called here to serve with Church on the Mall, I spent a year and a 

half running a campus ministry at Drexel University in University City.  When I first 

arrived, the student leaders were eager to redefine the ministry; or more specifically – 

they wanted come up with a mission statement that described their purpose.  As a 

devout Presbyterian, I gravitated toward Trinitarian language:  I wanted us to include 

something about God as Creator or Father, God as Son, and God as Holy Spirit.  I felt it 

was important to uplift these three manifestations of God which not only points to 

God’s mystery, but also to God’s relational nature and the different yet all-

encompassing ways God exists.   

After conversation about how this might work into our statement, one of our 

student leaders confessed – the Holy Spirit made no sense to her.  God as Creator of the 

earth and Father of Jesus Christ she got.  Jesus Christ as the Son of the Father and the 

one to redeem creation she got.  But the Holy Spirit?  She was new to the faith, having 

just begun her spiritual journey as a Christian when she came to college.  The Holy 

Spirit just seemed like God and she didn’t really understand what was different or 

particular to this last part of the Trinity.   
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While we may have a better grasp of the Holy Spirit, that student leader did shed 

some honest light on the fact that the Holy Spirit is often the underdog of the Trinity:  

overshadowed by the Father and the Son, and misunderstood as being somewhat weak 

or random or temperamental.  We have the general understanding that the Father is the 

almighty, the creator, maker of heaven and earth.  The Son is Jesus Christ the person 

who walked on this earth, his purpose being to teach us the ways of God and reveal 

God’s salvation through a dramatic life, death, and resurrection.  But the Holy Spirit?  It 

comes across a bit as an afterthought or at least just not that important.  It is the one 

person of the Trinity that often takes a backseat to the other two. 

Today we’re in the middle of a 3-week series on the Holy Spirit to enhance our 

own understanding of this third person of the Trinity and perhaps give this manifestation 

of God its due time in the spotlight.  As we seek to be a faithful church, we will see just 

how crucial the Holy Spirit is and just how dependent we are upon its continual 

presence with us as a body of believers. 

Last week we read from the Luke-Acts storyline which has the Holy Spirit 

coming to the group of disciples gathered together on the day of Pentecost, which was 

and is the Jewish festival of the week of weeks.  Seven weeks after Easter, the church 

today celebrates the Holy Spirit coming like the rush of a violent wind, empowering the 

disciples to be the church; giving them the gift of language to spread the Good News of 

God’s love to all people.  We talked about the Holy Spirit as still active and alive today 



3 
 

– its power still coming to us as disciples of Jesus Christ and blessing us to be the 

church rather than just consumers of it. 

Today we are reading from John’s Gospel and we meet this wonderful character:  

The Paraclete.  Not really a name that rolls off the tongue.  The Paraclete is who Jesus 

talks about during his Farewell Discourse as he is getting ready for the cross and is 

saying his good-bye to the disciples.  The word is translated as either advocate, helper, 

or comforter, and all of those are correct.  The Paraclete is the one who is coming after 

Jesus leaves this earth to encourage, console, and help the disciples in his absence.  

Jesus talks about the Paraclete five different times and then we read about him breathing 

the Holy Spirit onto the disciples on the very day of his resurrection.  Rather than take 

place almost 2 months later, John’s retelling of the story has the Holy Spirit coming on 

that very same first Easter morning. 

When we read about the promise of the Paraclete, there is concern in Jesus’ voice.  

Jesus Christ has come as God incarnate:  the promised Messiah, the light of the world, 

the Word that was God and was with God.  For John, this is the crowning moment of 

creation.  Most of John’s Gospel consists of telling the readers that this is indeed the 

incarnation.  So, this news of Jesus’ imminent death is catastrophic.  It is impossible to 

overstate the magnitude of this crisis for the believing community. (Gail R. O’Day, NIV 

The Gospel of John pg. 774).  Jesus’ departure from this world and his rejoining of the 

Father in heaven is a major dilemma for his disciples.  But it’s a dilemma with a 

solution, and Jesus’ solution is the Paraclete.  Not even waiting a full day, the crucified, 
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dead, and newly risen Jesus sends the Paraclete, breathing the Holy Spirit upon the 

disciples on the evening of his resurrection when the disciples are gathered in that room 

behind a locked door for fear of the Jews.  It is important to Jesus not to leave those 

disciples “orphaned” even for a full day.  

Throughout the Farewell Discourse Jesus knows that what he’s saying doesn’t 

make sense to the disciples at the time, but he is adamant just how crucial it is to his 

mission that when he leaves them they will not be alone.  His presence will stay with 

him, teaching them, leading them in the Spirit of truth, reminding them of what Jesus 

taught.  This Paraclete, just like the Holy Spirit from Acts last week, will come to the 

group of believers.  It’s always hard with our translations because the you singular and 

you plural can’t be differentiated, but here as well as in last week’s reading, this is a gift 

for the community of believers.  It isn’t a gift for individuals; this isn’t for our personal 

well-being, sense of self, or peace of mind. 

The Good News for us today is that the Jesus’ presence did not leave the earth for 

good after his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.  The Good News for us today is 

that the Advocate, the Comforter, the Helper continues to be with us.  The Paraclete is 

still with us today, teaching us the ways of Christ when we read the Holy Scriptures, 

guiding us into all truth as believers.  Even though we modern-day Christians often 

dismiss the Holy Spirit as the lesser of the Trinity, in our reading today Jesus is puffing 

it up as much as possible, even declaring that it’s good for Jesus to leave them in order 

that this Advocate, Comforter, and Helper can come.  With the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ 
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presence is spread far and wide, no longer bound by human limitations, no longer 

confined to time and place, no longer specific to a certain time period and certain 

circumstances.   

With the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ presence is pervasive, spreading 

everywhere, to the ends of the earth.  Lest we believe we are lesser Christians because 

we weren’t there in first century Galilee to be with Jesus, he himself is declaring the 

presence of the Paraclete preferable.  We can’t just read the bible, we can’t just look at 

the past, we can’t just try to relive an earlier time period:  we need the presence of Jesus 

Christ with us today, in today’s world – with unrest in the Middle East, with floods in 

Texas, with AIDS in Africa, with iPhones and Bluetooth and Twitter and Snapchat in 

everyday America.  We need the Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us and advocate for 

us and help us and comfort us. 

Thanks be to God that we are not living in a lesser time, as if God is not as 

present now as he was when Jesus walked the earth.  The incarnation takes on a 

different form with the Paraclete, but it is still God’s presence here with us in a real 

way.  Coming to bless the community of faith, we are still today, as much as ever, 

recipients of Jesus’ teachings, his helper and guide, the one who will lead us into all 

righteousness, the one who will show us all truth. 

As brothers and sisters in Christ, gathered together as the church, the Holy Spirit, 

the Paraclete empowers us to continue Jesus’ mission and ministry to the world.  Not 

just our personal comforter or our personal helper, the purpose of this presence is Jesus’ 
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mission.  We are empowered to share Jesus’ compassion and care with the world, to 

spread his love and mercy to those who are troubled and hurting.  We are charged to 

abide in his love and love one another the way that he loves us.  It is not hard to see 

where this mission field is ready for harvest.  As the church, the call to go into the 

places in the world that are hurting and people in this world who are suffering and 

reveal God’s great compassion and forgiveness is too needed. 

As the body of Christ in the world; as the church empowered by the Holy Spirit to 

be Jesus’ hands and feet continuing his mission – we are sent out to care for God’s 

children, to pastor them with acceptance, to heal them with compassion.  Our role as the 

world’s pastor gives us purpose.  We live in a time marked by judgment, individualism, 

and each man and woman for him or herself.  And in this particular time and place the 

Paraclete, the Holy Spirit is at work, encouraging us, advocating for us to love as Jesus 

loved us. 

And so we go!  We find ways as a church to be in the world and track down those 

who are deemed unlovable.  We find those who are cast off and judged, we find those 

who are living in darkness and show them the light of Christ.  We find those who are in 

prison and not repentant.  We find those who have made huge mistakes and don’t care.  

We find those addicts who are in the middle of a bender.  We find alcoholics who are 

still on the way down and haven’t hit bottom.  We find women selling themselves for 

drug money.  We find parents who are messing up, neglecting their children, those who 

get sneers from passers-by.  We find businessmen and women on Wall Street who 
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worship the almighty dollar.  We go!  We go into the world and pastor all these people, 

caring for them, loving them, teaching them about the love God has for them, even 

them.  We go and meet each of God’s children, even the unrepentant, the hurtful, the 

mean and proclaim a deep, deep love that claims us regardless of our faults and sins and 

shortcomings.  We go with compassion and care, we go with open arms and love and 

show the world’s darkness that the light of Christ is here to grab even them with a 

relentless grace that will not let them go.  As the church of Jesus Christ, we are called to 

continue his pastoral mission of revealing to the world God’s love that knows no bounds 

and reaches into the harshest places and situations and preaches mercy. 

The Paraclete is here – exposing the sinful, dark places of the world where Jesus’ 

healing and love need to go.  The Paraclete is here – showing the righteousness of Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection.  The Paraclete is here – continuing the judgment of the 

world that reveals God’s kingdom and promotes his justice. 

I have heard many Christians bemoan the current state of the world and the 

current state of the church.  The world, they declare, is becoming more and more 

superficial, immoral, and unjust.  The church, they proclaim, is a victim of this current 

state, its importance overlooked and disregarded.  In a way, they are siding with 

Nietzsche, the famous 19th century philosopher who proclaimed God is dead.  And well, 

if not dead, at least his presence and relevance is fading. 

But the church is not a victim of God’s abandonment.  And it certainly isn’t a 

victim of human demise.  God is too powerful for that.  As the church in the 21st 
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century, we can proclaim boldly that the presence of God is here and the kingdom of 

God is upon us.  As the church in the 21st century we are the ones to act; we are the ones 

to respond to the work of the Holy Spirit and allow it to empower us to be about the 

work of Jesus Christ in the world.   

As we continue our celebration of Pentecost; as we continue our celebration that 

the church is blessed and called into being by God; as we continue to celebrate the 

Paraclete, the Holy Spirit that has come to be with us as an extension of Jesus’ presence, 

may we remember our call to be out in the world as the church, pastoring all those we 

meet with a Godly love and compassion that is not conditional or circumstantial.  May 

we pastor the world with a boundless mercy that meets even the most wretched among 

us and declares:  You are loved.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


